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The Berlin Trial Balloon.

The neutral world, ns well as the
Entente Allies, would like to belleve
that the overtures of the Teutonle
Powers for peace were Inspired by a
righteous purpose to bring the war
to on end on terms honorable and
Just to all participants and holding
the assurance that industry and clvl-
lization could be resumed with no
fear that the sword would be drawn
again on any pretext,

At the season when peace on earth
and good will toward men should be
the universul sentiment, as It is where
the horrors of war are not known,
it would seem a monstrous thing to
trifie with the agony in the souls of
the unfortunate people of Europe, to
propose a resort to peace negotlations
with no intention of entering upon
them with honest resolution and In n
gpirit of compromlse, but with design
to effect by parley whut has not heen
galned by victory.

The approaches to the Vatican and
the neutrnl Governments could have
been made before, since long consid-
eratlon of a purpose to negotinte is
professed and an earlier overture Is
emphasized; but not untll the Ru-
manian campalgn ended with the oe-
capation of Bucharest and the Brit-
fsh and French Governmenta were
reconstructed to earry on the war
with greater vigor wns the proposal
lnunched. It will be remembered,
too, that the wiuy was prepared by
an Intimation to the German people
that there would be Joyful tidings
for them before Christmns. The psy-
chologicul and politieal effects of the
overture were duly considered, nlso
the dramatie character of It. There
econ be no doubt of thot, As the news
wns given 1o the world the German
Kalser bombastically commmnded bie
troogs to light on,

The tiovernments of the Entente
Allies connot refuse with good grace
to vconsider definite proposals formu-
lated by the Teatonie Powers, bhut
there must be o scepticism in Paris
and London and Petrogead about the
good fulth of stitesmen who approuch
the subject of peace In so pecnliar o
fashion, nnil a grave doubt that it will
be possibile o come to terms with
them--terms tlgt can e acceptable
to nllles who hnve solemnly pledged
themselves to stamd together to moke
an emd of Proseian milltarism and to
secure the rights of the smaller na-
tlonulities.

BSeound Doctrine From s New Judge.

Mr. Justice Cranke of Ohio in the
Jatest appointment to the ench of the
Supreme Court of the United States,
He wrote the oplulon of that tribunal
in the cise declded on December 4 In
which the Unltsl States sued  the
Northern aclfic Rallroad Company to
yecover £500 penalties for its fallure
on five succossive dnys to file with the
Thterstate Commerce Commimsion =
report of violations of the so-called
Hours of Service act, The full text of
the opinlon 15 now ot band and It
contnins some ohservations worthy of
the highest commendation,

A rule of the Twierstate Commeres
Commission, which has the force of
law, revpulres rallrond companlies 1o re.
port nnder onth, within thirty days
after thie el of each wonth, all In-
slnnees where employees have been on
duty for n longer perlod than that
preseribed by the Hours of Service act,
which In this particular case was six-
teen hours,

It appenred that five employees of
the Northern Pacltic Rallroad Com-
pany In North Dukota were called out
nt K:10 o'clock 1%, M, on October 20
11, to tuke chnrge of a wrecking
traln,  On arriving at the place where
they bl been directed (o report, they
were told that thelr services would not
be revpuired Immodintely and were In-
structed 1o report agaln ot thirty - five
minutes jast 10 an the sume evening,
During this Interval of wultlng they
performml uo service “save that they
kept alive the fire in tle englne during
the sl perlod” At 1085 I, M, they
started on n frelght teain trip which
by reason of neclilental delays did not
terminate unti! Hfteen minutes after 1
o'clock the next afternoon,

From these fiucis it was ohvlous that
If thelr smployment were deemed to
begin at S:10 1" M, the hour when
they were calld, the five men were
engaged In service for seventeen hours
and five minutes, whervns If thelr tour
of duty i vot commence 11 1045
P M. when the freight tealn aetually
Sturted, they nd been employed less
than sixiven bonrs,

The nMeers of the rallrond company
took the lattey view amd therefore

good falth In dolng =o s not ques-
tloned. ‘The prosecuting officers repre-
senting the Government, however, In-
sisted tbmt the wstatutory limit had
been exceeded and sought a judgment
of $600 for forfelture; aithough, as
Mr. Justice Crarxe points out in hia
statement of the facts, “If the for-
feltures of §100 a day prescribed by
the law for each doy of fallure to file
A proper report were allowed, the
amouut of recovery by the Government
would be $28000 and It Is only by
gruce of the public officinls that the
clalm in the suit waa not for this
amount instead of for $500."

The District Court In North Dakota
rendered judgment agninst the North-
ern Pacific Rallrond Company, but It
wns raversed by the United States
Circnit Court of Appeals, and the
Judgment of reversal has now been
sustalned by the Supreme Conrt of the
United Htates.

The Bupreme Court holde that an
omission caused by an honest mistnke
with respect to a genuinely doubtful
case does not constitute n violation of
the law. “Innocent mistakes,” enys
Mr. Justice CLarxy, “mmde in report-
Ing facts where the clrcumstances are
such that candid minded men may
well differ In thelr conclusions with
respect to them should not be punished
by exacting penalties except where
the express letter of the siatute so
requires, and we conclude that the
section under discussion contalns no
such requirement.”

Referring to the fact that the Gov-

[ernment officers had sued for only one-

fifty-seventh part of the pemities
which would have accerued under thelr
theory of the law, Mr, Justice Cranke
says this should make the court relue-
tant to hold that Congress Intended to
exact a punlshment xo disproportion-
ate to the offence. lle adds:

“Statutes should be construed, am far
as possible, 80 that thoke subject to their
control may, by reference Lo their terms,
ascertaln the measure of thelr duty ana
obligation, rather than that such mens-
ure should be dependent upon the discre-
tlon of executive ofMicers, to the end that
ours may continue fo be a govervment
of written lavwes rather !’nn one of ofcinl
grace.”

These are brave words, worthy of o
great Judge, They nugur well for the
future of their nuthor, for they he-
speak a firtn comprehension of the .-
derlying principles of American con-
stitutionnl law, Mr, Justice CrLaRKr
spends his summers on the island of
Nantucket; and the words which we
hiuve emphasized Indicate umnistak-
nbly that he has been n student of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Musschusgtts, which prescribes the
cowmplete separation of the three great
departments of the State, legislative,
executive and Judicial, “to the end
that It may be a1 government of lnws
anmd not of men.”

Do Not Scrap the Printing Press.

When the people of the country,
who are served by an Intellizent and
enterprising press, understund the
full significance nnd effect of the Ran.
dall wmendment to the post office ap-
propriation bill, which provides thai
“nll newspapers, wngnzines amd other
publications regulurly admitted o the
malls as matter of the second cluss”
shall In future be  classitid very
much like hardware, dry goods, aml
wenernl produce, that is to say, shall
pty zone rates for transportation, the
amendient or rider shiouid have short
shrift on the floor of Congress,

Tt is proposedd that such publleatlons
pay one vent a pound for distanees
up to 300 miles, two cents o pound up
to 000 miles, three cents a pound up
to LK miles, four cents a pound up
to 1400 miles, tive cents o pound up
o 1,500 miles, nnd six eents for more
than 1,800 miles.

This Indefensible nnd heavy tax
would be a cheek upon the dissemina-
tion of news, useful information, 1t-
ernture and the discussion of public
affairs in print: in effect an embargo
upon enterprise, for there Is many
n newspaper and magazine, already
erippled by the high cost of paper and
of other wmaterinlg, that eould not
stanil  the additionnl  burden  and
would have to curtudl the serviee it
now  remders 1o readers  distributel
from the Atlantie o the Pacifie,
Some minor hut valuable publicatlons
would no doubt have (o stop thelr
presses altogether,

It is an prospect not to be endursd
by the American people, who have
always prided themselves upon thelr
ellent  news=piapers and  mngazines
and the faellities provided by the
Government  for the eirenlntlon of
them in the mails.  The present fut
rute 1s based upon o principle that
the diffusion of printed intelligenes 1«
a duty of the Government, performed
for the general welfare. Possibly the
post office may not nlwnys or every.
where make money ont of the trans
portation of newspapers and perlodl-
cals, but that 1= really of minor im-
portance:  for the product of the
printing press I8 indispensabile to goml
govermment,  Berter that the hooks
sholl show no profit thun that the
printing press shiall he seenpped,

We observe that Mr, BRANDALL'S
rider stipulates that there shall Lo
no change in the “free In connty”

clreulntion: that 1s to suy, the couns
try newspaper will be earried free o
the county of publication. This must
be highly satisfuctory to the puthor
andd champlon of the amendment ; (he
Hon., Cuaniks Higam  Iaxpan, of
the Nluth Californin disteict, is pub-
lisher and aditor of the Highland
Park Herald of Los Angeles, a local
weekly with n cleeulntlon of 1,250
coples,  Wo oliserve, oo, that Post-
master-Genernl Beniesos hins usked
for delny until it can e nseeriulus
what effect zone rates would have
upon agricultural publications,  Not
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kslu adveise ou effect, wf vounm, o

publications.

Now, we undertake to say that if
the farmers of the country could be
polled they would declare with unn-
nimity against embarrassing and pro-
hibitive mnll rates for thelr favorite
newspapers nnd magazines, What
greater boon than these cheap publi-
catlona do the farmers of the country
enjoy? Better serap the Randall
rider than scrap the printing press,
Mr. BunLesow,

We congratulate the Chicago busl-
nem men who have had the moral
cournge to flout the superstition which
writes down men of 45 as old and un-
fit for business, and have opened thelr
counting rooms and offices to employ-
een gray above the ears. They have
defied the universal regulntors and the
great god standardization, and their
reward will be efficlent service from
those whom they bave retrieved from
the human scrap heap.

Of the numerous ridiculous things
done by the fanatical adherents of sys-
tem. nothing Is more preposterous t
their solemn declslon that 40, or 45,
30 years mark the end of an employ-
ee's usefulness, and that a man who
nt nmy of these nges seeks work Is by
his Inck of n Job exposed ns incompe-
tent amd useless, Nelther experience
nor observation Indorses their theory.
Every day seea men young at 60 set
sximples of endenvor and aceomplish-
ment (o men old at 3, Some men
never grow old, Others never know
the Joys of youth,

The dead line of 45, if that Is the
uge pitchedd on by the highly recom-
pensedd students of other persons' Y-
falrs, Is the subterfuge and refuge of
lnzy employers, In large establish-
ments it has the support of peosion
and retirement funds which must not
e overburdened If they and the husi-
nesses are to survive, But when the
Juwdgment Is not Influenced by consld-
erations wholly dissociated from the
capacity of the workers, the imposi-
tion of the dénd line Is grotesque.

A Shortage In Pearls.

The "yvield of American pearls s
sinndl this yeur: not even as much ns
i third of the yield of a normal sen-
son, acvording to the estimnte of col-
lectors. It may be a eruel disillusion-
mwent to say so, but the fact Is that
the pearl erop hag been affected, like
the wheat and ont crops, by n lute
spring and high witers,

PPersons who have imagined that
their pearls came from that mysteri-

persons with Incomen above $200,000;
one of these probably is A Certaln
Rich Man.

Berlin officially notifigs Washington
that the Helgians are happy. We may
learn presently that the Poles, Ru-
manians and Lithuanians are indulg-
ing In dances, plonics, dinner parties
and joyous national games,

Members of the Boclety for the I're-
vention of Uselens Giving are strangely
qulet this season, DBut the Hpugs had
A reasonable foundation for the forma-
tion of thelr orgunization. They should
not allow prosperity to interfere with
thelr praiseworthy crusade,

What haa New Freedom %o say to
Europe's New Blavery?

NOISE,
The psychopathology of noise is
consldered by Dr. A, A, RHrlll In a

paper printed in the New York Wedi-
cal Journal. He tells us that the
tendency of people to be nolsy where
nolse Is unnecessary In moat intimately
connected with the wish for rest and
calm. As alcohol Ia used to deaden
worry, “so music and Its apurious part,
nolse, act as strong human narcotiee:
they control the palnful tenslon of
consclous thinking and parulyze It
when it becomes dangerous. What
music does for most intellectual per-
sons, noise does for the masses. Dr.
Brill knows a musieal genfus who Is
engrossed with futuristic musie, but
who Is kept awake, when In the coun-
try, by whippoorwlills and cricketn,
Many foes of nolse are themselves
nolsy. John Stuart Mill, who huted
nolee, hired a boy to beat o drom to
stimulate his  thoughts  while he
worked. Hegel finished a great wiork
amid the thunder of cannon on the
cve of Jena. Dickens, who edited an
antl-nolse pumphlet, could not stay
away from nolsy London for more
than a few weeke: the Jonesomensss
of the country caused him headache,
anxiety and dizziness. “He evidently
possessed so much animal spirit,” sayve
Dr. Brill, “that he needed a constant
nervous stimulant where a more deli-
cate person would need a sedative.”
Carlyle worked In a soundproof studio
in secluded Chelsea, but his own loud
rhetorie annoyed his nelghbors. Dar-
win suld of him: “"That unbearahle
man sat for three hours and talked
to me continuously about ‘the sacred
foree of silence,"”

Dr. Brill explaing the loudness of
Wagner's music on the ground that
"It had its orlgin In his stormy child-
hood and dealt with primitive infantile
feelings."

TRA NSPOR TING FOOD.

Rallroad qulunul Declared to Be
Inadequate to 'ublic Needs.

To AR E0IToR oF THE SUN—8ir: The

rallroads are common carriers, but in

practice they place an embargo on the

| announce  any

Timely Thoughts for Earnest Conm-
samers of Oaygen.

To Tax Eviror oF THr SuN—~8ir: The
talk about night alr and open windows
in of Interest to mll who are fong of
breathing.

It Is now many years since night ale
wis taken up soclally and admitted to
the mont exclusive houssholds, There
nro still a few bellevera fn the sun who
like to have the alr warmed, dried,
cleaned and lighted while the earth s
moving on the sunny slde of the sireet
In a city the soot and dust settle down
ut night.  As the pavements release
thele hent the damp exhalutions of gar-
bage cung and gutters Noat sluggishly
up-hul this & n Jack of reverence for
the night alr rellgion, The olject merely
I8 to beg you to help along the Walk to
Work movement even more than the
Open Window cult,

Anybody, except In & Pullman car,
can open o window, bhut how mnns can
walk five miles a day?  FEnough ale
ought to come in ol right to Keep o &
circulation mnd kepp down the tempera«
ture, The sywtem takes up oxygen an it
needs It in its business,  Cats and doxs
when asleep hury their noses under thick
fur: birds smother their heads under
their wings,

What's the ure of shovelling coul inte
the furnace when the dampers uare
closed? In there any way Lo get oxygen
in and to shake the clinkers out except
by steady, moderate exerclue? (o 1o the
gymnasium of the New York Athletle
Club when the members are playing
hand  tennls  ar  trotting  resignedly
around a truck, and observe how many
are addressed as “Doctor.  Pllls for the
patients . swent for the doctors,

Hurdenlng arteries are getting to he
W lamy man's excuse.  Heeent Investiga-
tors find that thivckening of the arteries
i common in chilidren,  1ermione may
day thut arteries are
going out. legs are coming in,  d
AR® % the habit of sitting #till. A man
is am old as his legs.

Sweat may be the answer also 1o the
salt problem. The animals that look 1o
nature for medical advice depend upon
salt ax  great stuff.  The porchpine
Inboriously devours the axe handle for
the sult ubsorbed from the hand of the
lumberjuck, The pet fawn licks the
hand of its mistress for the same ro-

mantie reason,  Whales don't seem to
be  stunted, They  attribute  thelr
longevity to living In the briny deep,

Ui the other hand your correspondent
wrgues plausibly nbout the plekling ef-
foct of salt.  The man who takes o
exercive except ut the dinner table and
who smothers eversthing In salt s put-
ting himself in & pretty pickle. Lvery
man his own pork barrel

The only way to settle these things
I# by frials on the d'et squad plan, Mok
two groups of serious  breathers: or
eaters and fAnd whirh lve longer and
with less discomfort for themselves and
others—those who believe thut Vouses
were meant for shelter or those who |
Fleep on the roof with slest raging scoross
their stomuchs . those who llve on sult

From a reruof Ihilinl of Willlam
Street, Thin Island.

To THE Emron or Tue Susx-—<8ir; My
attentign has Leen called to the reéhort
of an address on schoofifoy heroes by
Dr. Thomas 8 Haker at Cooper Unlon
In which he suid: |

Capialn Kidd hare been supplanted by
the stealthy submarine captain who smeils |
rather of the spgine room and tRiks in
terms of horse.power than in the gory
dialect of the clasical pirate.

Passlng aver the “gory dialect,” which
of courte 1 never used, 1 desire to say
that the schoolboys are not golng to

THE PAPER MAKING INDUSTRY.

CONDITIONS Iy

Mr. McPherson Examines the Causes

ing In the World Market,

of the Abnormal Prices Now Prevaa.

The inscriptions carved on stone and
puinted on wall of the ancient world
were seen by pligrim (o monuinent,
temple and tomb, When the eyptinns
pleced together the inner she ths of
papyrus plants there wias o rmodiam on
which Inscription by hand coald e

gnln mueh morally by putting me aside
In faver of spbmarine captaing, 1 did
my fighting on the deck, !

Early In the war 1 saw Admilral Lerd |
Fisher quoted ns saying that If he eap- |
tured a submurine be would Nube the |
erew from his snedade s e eleved

trunsferred from onv prrson Lo ans
other, from one piace to nnntlier. When
akin of unimal was perdred soad drnwn

Inte: parchment thera woav o med.om
oni which the Moo of the mvdieval
lmner did nat fode.  liapiession ool
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A v e UPERBEE AN G of words demands Hot
woth " Tartgt | - i
as he likes and nothing is done lon baniy fvpe gfor thelr imprewion hot

It; particularly It thie country % here
south Is said to have almndoned ine as
A hero, -

Plracy, once stalned only with com-
mercialiam, seeama to have gone 0 have
Apecial permidsion to use the meluphor)
to the devil WiLliam Kion

Hapgs, December 11,
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An Expianation by 0le Whoe Knows
the Gyro and the Gimbal,

To THE Epiton oF THR Sex-—8ir: In
regard to the letter on “Ways of the
isroscope” T would like to correc: the
impression mude by e writer that “ihere
= pome question as to the dependablility
of the gyroscopes as & stahiliser for aerne
planes""  In the first place the giro
wheel or rotor used is mo small that 0
could never produce & gyroscopic move.
ment of suMcient nize 1o produce stabiii-
mation by direct forces, ‘The gyroscope
in mimply used to produce A constant
plane about which all other bodien move,
name!y, the machine itself. 1F the whee!
were mounted In double gimbals 1he
arroplane could loop the loop or make
Any other movement and the revolving
wheel would never move out of |in origl-
nal plane. Tn the care of the aeropinne
the gyro wheel In =0 mounted that the
leasr movement of the aeroplane out of
the plane it s travelling In causes
the closing of un electrle circuit and
thraough other apparatus the plinss are

warped atd the machine brought baeck
to ite original position when the r-
cult In hiroken Twi gyros are usually

enmploved, one for “rolling” and ons for
“pltehipg © The hand controls are wired
In with the gyro control in such & man-
ner that they may bo used Independently,
that &, manually or elsctricalls Thin
relieves the operator of severe fatizue
and his tome may be expended more

pajper to receive the Impression,

When fihrous materinl of
cotton was reduced to puip from which
wius ellminated nll excopt the pure
fAbire that was moade into paper, thor
was obtalned a medium thut enahled

the Indefinite multiplication and wide |

diszemination of printed expreasjon, of
engriving and etching,  Linen rags
and then cotton rggs composed wlmost
entirely of pure fibre were similarly
reduced to pulp and made into paper,
From fbre of plant and cast off gar-

ments continues to be made paper of |

the highest grades, that used for hank
notes, for bogoks of account, for coprt!fis
cates, for the finer editiona of hooks
and for the correspondence of the fns-
tidious, This puper when It has =orvod
It purpose may be repulped and mdes
into paper again and again, The cast
off clothing of onn generation throush
this metamorphosis may reappear in
paper that scrves the nexst.

The* serviceability of paper wan ex-
tended when it wus found that it couid
be made directly from wood, The
spruce tree, after the bark has been
stripped off, has the peculiar qualities
that adapt It for reduction to pulp and
the transformation of the resjidual
fibre into print paper.

It was In the third quarter of the
nineteenth  century that this wood
oeme Into extensive use as the hasie
material for print paper. In New ling-
land and the Adirondacks aro forests
of spruce and woterfalls which afford
the least expensive power for running
the machinery of the mills, and an ade.
quate and accessible supply of water
for the vats and tanks used in the
manufacture,
mills wherein {2 made by far the greater
part of the printing paper used in the
United States. The patents for muanu-
facture of paper from wood pulp ex-

'
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conntries, hnt e prodact bas ey
principally  for domestic v onsumption,

Paper has been made in Enc and, Gee.
miny, Norway, Sweden and Fluland
Ita manufacture  has  extondod |y
Canadi aod there has Leen an inceeans.
Ing production i Japan.  Of the mills
of these countries virtually woie e
I mow availuble for supplving the pecds
of other Innds excopt thosi of S0

navin, The mills of Finlaod gre  losd
OF the 1,000 tons a dov peodaed
Conadic wbout 300 tons arvy ased 0t
countey, the remainthg 700 tons going
o Fonglind and the 'pited States
Paper s not made in the geural

triee of Europw, In Central ol
Americs, n Afriea, in Indis, o
Austiralla or Australasie. T

that the mills of the aited =oies
have been called apon o suppls poeer
for use In other lands Lo wn st

hitherto unknown. Neodless to sy,
the manufacturers were  unpreparsd

The supply they have ey able to pres

/d




